
Political Science 240-02: The International System 
Petty 227, Tuesday and Thursday 12:30 pm – 1:45 pm

 
Instructor: Lynda Kellam  
Office: 106C Jackson Library 
Email or chat: lmkellam@uncg.edu  
Make an appointment:  http://meetme.so/lyndakellam  
Office hours: Tuesdays, 10am-11 am and Wednesdays, 2pm-3pm  

 
Course description 

From the political crisis in Syria to the debt crisis in Europe, the news has been full of fascinating events for students of 
global politics.  To better understand these events, this course will introduce you to the main perspectives and concepts 
of international relations. The first half of the course will explore the major theories. In the second half we will examine 
several issue areas including conflict, the environment, human rights, and political economy.  
 

Learning objectives 
PSC 240 is a general education course with global (GL) and social and behavioral science (GSB) markers. By the end of 
this course you should be able to:  

Identify the major actors in international politics and their objectives; 
Identify the key historical events, people, and places that have shaped contemporary international politics; 
Compare and contrast the main theories of international relations; 
Apply theories of international relations (e.g., realism, liberalism, and constructivism) to explain and predict 
outcomes within issue areas in international politics; 
Use appropriate secondary research methods to investigate topics within international politics. 

 
Required texts 

 
Lamy, Steven, Masker, John S., et al. 2013. Introduction to Global Politics, Brief Edition (2nd Edition). Oxford: 
OUP. 

o Also available through reserves at the library check-out desk 
Additional required readings are available on Blackboard. 
I have a Twitter account (http://twitter.com/LKpsc240) for the class where I will post news articles 
relevant to our class periodically. This is also linked in Blackboard. You are welcome to respond to the 
posts. 

 
Course requirements 

Your grade will be based on the following components: 
Exams       300 points 
Research project      400 points 
News summaries (10 points x 10 summaries)  100 points 
Attendance      100 points 
In-Class Activities      100 points 
Map quizzes (up to 5 points each x 5)   Flexible (up to 25 points) 
Total Points Possible:     1000 points + map quizzes 

 
Exams: 300 points 
You will take three exams, each worth 100 points. The exams will have identifications and short answer questions. 
 
Research project: 400 points 
PSC 240 is a core gateway course for upper-level Political Science classes. For upper-level classes, you are expected to 
have had practice writing research papers. As such, research is a necessary component. The research project will be 
broken down into several parts: 

Annotation exercise (100 points), due September 5 
Paper topic (25 points), due September 19 
Annotated bibliography (75 points), due October 1 
Draft of final paper (75 points), due October 24 
Final paper (125 points), due November 26 

News summaries: 100 points 
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A course on world politics requires some familiarity with current events. Each week you will find a news article on a 
world politics topic (topic prompt will be posted on Blackboard). You will then write a brief summary and response. 
Your summary/response must be 150-200 words (not counting the words in your citation). Email your summaries to 
me by Sunday at midnight each due date. Each news summary is worth 10 points up to 100 points (10 responses). You 
will have 12 opportunities during the semester to submit your 10 responses. See course schedule for dates and more 
information is on Blackboard.  
 
Because we are focusing on current events, these articles must be as recent as possible (no more than two weeks old), 
related to covered chapters’ major themes or theories, and come from the following sources to receive full credit. You 
are limited to articles in these sources:  

New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/) 
The Economist (http://www.economist.com/)  
BBC News (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/) 

You are also welcome to use articles I post on the class Twitter feed (@LKpsc240) to write your news summaries, even 
if they come from other news sources. 
 
Attendance:  100 points 
You have 3 unexcused absences without penalty. After three I will take off 10 points from your attendance total for 
each absence. Pre-excused absences with documentation will not count toward your 3 unexcused absences. You must 
contact me to have an absence pre-excused. 
 
In-Class Activities: 100 points 
I expect all students to come to class having read assigned readings and prepared to discuss them. Participation 
includes talking in class as well as participating in various in-class activities. I will have reading quizzes periodically 
that will count toward your participation grade. We will do a combination of the following: 

In-class activities (up to 5 points) 
Reading Quizzes (up to 10 points) 
Worksheets (up to 10 points) 

 
Map quizzes:  While some of our political figures may not care about geography, knowing our world and the location of 
its major countries is fundamental to any understanding of world politics. I will offer five map quizzes as extra credit. 
Each quiz will be worth 5 points for up to 25 points added to your grade. The points you earn on the quizzes will be 
added to your total grade. Because these are extra credit they cannot be made up if you miss class. See the course 
schedule for quiz dates and the textbook for study maps. 

Grades 
Letter grades will be assigned using the following scale: 

A  93% and higher;  
A-  90-92.99;  
B+  87-89.99;  
B  83-86.99;  

B-  80-82.99; 
C+  77-79.99;  
C  73-76.99;  
C-  70-72.99;  

D+ 67-69.99;  
D  63-66.99;  
D-  60-62.99;  
F  59.99 and below

 
Class Guidelines 

Contacting me: 
You have many ways to contact me (see first page of syllabus). If you would like to discuss course content or an issue, 
you may visit my office (106C Jackson Library), call my office phone (336-334-5251), or chat with me through iSpartan.  
Email is a great way to get in touch with me quickly especially for Yes/No questions. Typically I will respond to emails 
within 24-48 hours. I will not discuss grades through email. 
 
Late work: 
I do not accept late work. Contact me before an assignment is due if you have potential conflicts affecting your ability to 
complete an assignment. 
 
Student behavior: 
College is an amazing experience because you are able to be treated as the adult you are. As such, I will treat you like an 
adult and I expect you to act like one. No disruptive behavior will be tolerated. This includes but is not limited to 
cellphone use (including texting), inappropriate language, side conversations, and being disrespectful to your 
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classmates. In addition, we will sometimes discuss topics that are politically sensitive or inflammatory, and I expect you 
to handle these discussions in a mature manner.   
Digital Toys: 
I admit that I love them too, but keep in mind two things: 1) you are distracting the rest of us, 2) multitasking is a myth. 
Cell phones must be off or silent during class time and in your bag or pocket. Laptops (or iPads) may only be used for 
note-taking or using the Blackboard site.  If this rule is abused I will ban all devices. Don’t make me do this; I love my 
iPhone. If you have a family situation and you are expecting a call, let me know before class and sit near the door.  
 
You may not use any cellphones or other digital devices during the exams. You will receive an automatic zero on the 
exam if you use a cellphone or other digital device. Students who require accommodations must be registered with the 
Office of Disability Services. ESL students with translators must have them pre-approved by me. 
 
Students with Special Academic Needs: 
UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for students who require accommodations. 
Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the Office of Disability Services in 
215 EUC. For more information, see the ODS website (http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/). 
 
Academic Honesty/Integrity 
I have high expectations of student conduct at UNCG and expect all students to abide by UNCG’s Academic Integrity 
Policy. I take any violations of this policy seriously. Please review the Academic Integrity Policy website 
(http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/).  I will submit your papers to SafeAssign to check for plagiarism. This system 
also checks your papers against papers that have already been submitted or are available online elsewhere. 

 
Class Schedule (Subject to change as required): 

 
Days Topic Readings Assignments 
Week 1: 8/20 & 
8/22                    

Introduction and Levels 
of Analysis 

Chapter 1 8/25: Submit news summary 1 

Week 2: 8/27 & 
8/29  
 

The Historical Context 
for IR 

Chapter 2 
Record, The Use and Abuse of 
History (Blackboard) 
Pay attention to “What’s Your 
Worldview” Question on page 42 

8/29: Europe Map Quiz 
 
9/1: Submit news summary 2 

Week 3: 9/3 & 9/5 Theories of IR Chapter 3 
Waltz, Why Iran Should Get the 
Bomb (Blackboard) 

9/5: Annotation exercise due 
 
9/8: Submit news summary 3 

Week 4: 9/10 & 
9/12 

Theories of IR  Tickner, Searching for the 
Princess (Blackboard) 

9/12: Exam 1 
 
9/15: Submit news summary 4 

Week 5: 9/17 & 
9/19 

Foreign policy decision-
making 
 

Chapter 4 
Mueller, The Iraq Syndrome 
(Blackboard) 

9/17: Research class, Petty 
222 
 
9/19: Paper topic due 
 
9/22: Submit news summary 5 

Week 6: 9/24 & 
9/26 

International Law and 
Nonstate Actors 

Chapter 5 
Weiss, The Illusion of UNSC 
Reform (Blackboard) 
 

9/26: Africa map quiz  
 
9/29: Submit news summary 6 

Week 7: 10/1 & 
10/3 

War & Terrorism Chapter 6 
Betts, The Lost Logic of 
Deterrence (Blackboard) 

10/1: Annotations due 
 
10/6: Submit news summary 7 
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Week 8: 10/8 & 
10/10 

One Day in September 
(in class) 

Short readings on Blackboard No news summary due before 
Fall Break 

10/11: Last day to drop course without academic penalty 

Week 9: 10/15 & 
10/17 

Fall Break 10/15 
Class cancelled 10/17 

 No news summary due after 
Fall Break 

Week 10: 10/22 & 
10/24 

Human Rights and 
Human Security 

Chapter 7 
Power, Bystanders to genocide 
(Blackboard) 
 

10/22: Central America map 
quiz 
 
10/24: Paper draft due 
 
10/27: Submit news summary 
8 

Week 11: 10/29 & 
10/31 

Intervention and 
human rights 

Western & Goldstein, 
Humanitarian Intervention Comes 
of Age (Blackboard) 

10/31: Exam 2 
 
11/3: Submit news summary 9 

Week 12: 11/5 & 
11/7 
 

Economics & Trade Chapter 8 
Moravcsik, Europe after the Crisis 
(Blackboard) 

11/7: South America map quiz 
 
11/10: Submit news summary 
10 

Week 13: 11/12 & 
11/14 

Development Chapter 9 
Rodrick, Trading in Illusions 
(Blackboard) 

11/14: Asia map quiz 
 
11/17: Submit news summary 
11 

Week 14: 11/19 & 
11/21 

Environmental Issues Chapter 10 
Victor, What Resource Wars? 
(Blackboard) 

11/24: Submit news summary 
12 

Week 14: 11/26 
No class 11/28 
 

The Future HTWW Chapter 9 (Blackboard) 11/26: Final Paper due 

Review day: Tuesday, December 3, 12:30 – 2:00 PM 
Final Exam: Thursday, December 5, 12:00 – 3:00 PM 

 

 


